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Kathryn Barry
HOME LIFE INTERIORS
Why did you go into the 
building industry?
There has been a lot of press in the last few 
years about people “cocooning” in their homes. 
A person’s home is their haven from the stresses of the world. We all need a place 
to let down and feel comfortable and “at home.” Our homes reflect our per-
sonality, whether messy or neat, carefree or more somber. By helping the owner 
to sort out how their home can most reflect them and meet their needs, I find 
great meaning and satisfaction. My goal is for my clients to love their home. 
I’m sure I didn’t define all this when I first started but as I have practiced year 
after year, it has become more clear to me why I practice interior design.
Kathy Barry earned a B.A. in Design Merchandising from Notre 
Dame College of Ohio in 1978. Early on she worked as a buyer and 
designer for Kett’s Hearth and Home and at DeKorne’s Ethan Gal-
lery as an interior designer. She established Home Life Interiors in 
1983. In 1998, Kathy passed the CQRID (Council for Qualifica-
tion of Residential Interior Designers) and is currently a professional 
member of the Interior Design Society (IDS). She is registered on the 
Michigan Design List of Professional Interior Designers. 

Kathy has been an active member of the Home and Building 
Association of Greater Grand Rapids since 2001, serving on both 
the membership and building committees, and is a member of 
the Remodeler’s Council. She provided the interior design for the 
HBA’s new building in 2005. Also in 2005, she earned her CAPS 
certification (Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist), working with 
those many older adults that desire to stay in their homes as they 
age. Additional continuing education includes AutoCad for Inte-
rior Design and Office Design classes at GRCC.

Home Life Interiors is committed to creative solutions with a 
sensitivity to budget. Our reputation is built on both excellence in 
design and a common sense approach to each project. Call (616) 
827-9417, or check out www.homelifeinteriors.com.

Mary Poulson
ABBY HOME
Why did I get into the building industry?
When I was first employed with Abby, my main function was 
finance. It did not take me long to find I have a passion for the 
building process. In positions I held in the past, I was not always 
directly involved with customers. With this position, I am able 
to provide a service which protects and monitors the largest in-
vestment they will ever make. It is so rewarding to be a part of a 

Company which turns the vision of one’s dream home into reality.


