Changes Latitudes.

tle' breeze. What Michigan re51dent hasn’t dreamed Df a
place on the shore? An escape from the workweek presﬂ'
sures and constraints ... a place ef refreshment and rest ...
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For some of us, it may be a year round home, for
the rest of ws, maybe just a summer place.
Either way, how can we make sure thar our lake
abode is truly a place of rest and not a mainte-
nance nighemare?  Careful selections from exte-
rior cladding and windows to interior flooring,
upholstery and case pieces are the kep
Appropriate selections can insure a carefree life at
the beach. From the surface marerials 1o the
overall color scheme, we can create a beach
recrear thar is low maintenance as well as beauri-

ful; there is no need ro choose one over the other.

We respond emotionally to color, so personal
preferences are key o setting the overall color
scheme. Often I'll ask my clients o spend some
time looking at rooms in decorating magazines
to get a “feel” for the colors that speak to them.
When you see a room with chocolate brown
walls, for example, does it make you wane to run
in — or ouc? Whar some may think is cozy,
another may find claustrophobic. Keeping a file
of rooms you like and those you don't is very
helpful 1o a designer working on your project. It
may be color or some other element that pushes
a button for you, bur it gives designers a place w

SEArL.

Anacher factor influencing the design direction is
whether this is a year round home thac will need
some warmth in its colors ro balance our long,
gray winters, or a summer home where we might
look at a light and breezy scheme of aqua and
coral. Just as the rust and copper hued family has
been so strang a color trend in che last couple of
years, we are beginning to see the lighter, related
hues of coral and peach return. Aqua and

rurquoise are also in the mix, onee again.

In the summer heat, we often find the lighrer
colars mere appealing bur [ would suggest
brighter colors as anather option. The trend in
decorating roday is strong color. Often, for an
inland home, that means darker colors. Bur for
the sun and fun, it can be bright and playful. T've
recently received my Benjamin Moore Color
Pulse 2008 with their color trends for next year,
Very bright Seaport Blue with Tequila Lime
Green and Carroc Stick Orange would be great
fun ar che beach,

continued an page 12
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cantited from page 11
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This fine is winyd like you've wever seen before. Aduna™ Leocury Vil Tiles and Vinyd Planks let you enfoy the elegance of cenannic tile or the matnral ook of woed i cary care, bigh
perfarmance pinyl,

Choosing marerials that will withstand the
wear and tear of the beach are all pare of cre-
ating a home that you'll enjey. Stone or dle
on the floor can be wonderful bur make sure
it is installed with parrow grout joints for

less maintenance. Some of the marerial we

R

think of for countertops such as Silestone
quartz can also be cur into tile and used on
the floor for a virwally indestrucrible sur-

face. Mannington also has a new product

for the Aoor called Adura thar looks very
promising for a low maintenance floor. le
comes in ceramic and stone look riles, as
well as wood look planking. With no grour
joints to maintain, installation has sealed,
butt edges. Made of a combination of vinyl
and linoleum, ir can be inswalled above or
below grade, in one calor ar a combination
of islands of stone surrounded by wood

planking, for example.

The breathtaking views inherent with life an
the make large windows a fundamental
necessity, however, they can create sun-fad-
ing problems for cypical fabrics.
Indoorfoutdoor fabrics are a must for an
area that will have o withstand the one-rwo
punch of damp bathing suits and the dam-
aging rays of the sun. These fabrics are often
100% acrylic, mildew and fade resistant,
and ean even be cleaned with bleach if nec-
essary. Go ahead and let your kids sic down
with their wet suits — it won't hure this fab-
ric. And what used o consist of a few
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options in limited colors now has a wonderfully large selection with many related fabrics o choose
from. We even have wrims available in the indoor/outdoor line so we can add the deril thar often
makes an area really shine. Crypron fabrics, developed right here in Michigan, are another good
choice. Often used in commercial applications such as restaurants, these fabrics have an inherent stain

repellant surface thar can be cleaned of even your worst spills,

As is always the case, your home is just that — your home, whether you wake up to waves on the shore
or the shour of rraffic horns. Creating a beach theme in the cigy with Plantation shutters, sisal rugs on
wood floors, rropical plants and Caribbean colors may be just what you need uniil you can make your

dreams of a place at the shore a reality. As Jimmy Buffer sings, being ar the beach is a mindser as much

as a location, right?

A - &
Wikew yorr need reliable and cousisient perfarmance year after year, and spill afier spilf - Crypron deliv-
ers! Crypron s super-sofi, super-strong fieiture provides permauent stain, spill, mokd, aildeny awd fac-

terdat resistanae far paur faomily
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